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Sustainable climate smart 
agriculture

Climate Change is 
perhaps the most pressing 
environmental issue in the 
world today. The effects of 

climate change are already being seen – in the Baltic Sea Region and 
the world. Cause and effects of climate change are directly linked to 
agricultural activities.

Agriculture is also a part of the solutions to climate change. Good 
practices collections on climate smart agriculture will help the sector 
to tackle climate change challenges. The co-operation and exchange 
of knowledge between sectors and regions is crucial for the 
verification and further development of good practices. Integrated 
cross-sectoral and multi-stakeholder networking approaches as well 
as dialogues between policy makers and practitioners are a great 
chance to exchange experiences and finally to improve, implement 
and complete good practices in sustainable development.

Many regions have made cutting greenhouse gas emissions their 
main environmental priority. Organizations like CBSS Baltic 21 battle 
climate change by modernizing outdated practices that cause 
needless emissions, promoting climate smart agriculture as well as 
adapting the Baltic Sea region to climate change. Therefore it is a 
real mission to find the most innovative and positive practices within 
climate smart agriculture and forestry and to spread these ideas so 
that both emission and costs can be saved. 

 Planning/Housing session
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Spatial planning in times 
of climate change means 
to consider mitigation 
and adaptation as well 
to develop settlement 
patterns and secure open 
spaces. Mitigation of 

climate change has been a well-known aspect of sustainable 
planning in many regions and municipalities. Additionally, the 
perspective of adaptation to climate change impacts becomes 
more and more relevant. Planners learn to cope with climate 
scientific information, e.g. scenarios and impact studies, as a 
crucial base for local and regional adaptation strategies.

Since planning is not a lonely subject, but has an integrated 
view on sectors like transport, energy, housing, agriculture, etc. 
on all planning levels, also mitigation and adaptation in terms 
of spatial planning overlap with those sectors. For instance, 
planners define a) areas suitable for wind energy, b) transport 
and energy efficient and energy saving settlement patterns, 
c) risk areas for storm water and water erosion or d) risk areas 
for forest fires. By visualizing such important issues in maps 
planners often support decision makers of other sectors.
 
However, spatial planning is guiding developments by 
identifying potential conflicts, weighing of different interests 
and trying to reach the ideal goal of multi-purpose land use and 
measures. The key for developing strategies – also to respond 
to climate change – is the participation of public authorities, 
further stakeholders and the general public to share knowledge 
and experiences.



 Panel discussion

Gundars Rēders,
Journalist, Latvia

The participants of the panel 
discussion agreed that mitigation of 
and adaptation to climate change 
cannot happen without close 
cooperation of climate scientists, 
policy makers, spatial planners and the 

business sector. The countries and municipalities have achieved very 
different results acting in response to climate change phenomenon. 
For that matter the participants of the panel discussion specifically 
emphasised the role of the leaders of Germany and Scandinavia in the 
European Union. 

As a good example from the local level, the City of Gävle, Sweden, 
was mentioned where several environmentally important projects 
are being implemented jointly by state, municipal and business 
representatives, for instance, biogas use in public transport and 
introduction of a biofuel tank in the city. The representatives of Gävle 
pointed out the important role of the municipality as the primary 
impulse and a necessity for launching environmentally friendly 
projects.

What impulse urges the business people to make the first step in 
order to adapt their activities within the context of climate change? 
There are several reasons to that and they derive from the profile and 
scale of each entrepreneur, but the most essential are possibilities to 
save resources, brand promotion, social and civil responsibility of the 
company, favourable conditions within the country and municipality 
for funding attraction and development. 

The panellists were: Ole Damsgaard (Nordregio, Sweden), Sirkku Juhola 
(Aalto University, Finland), Esther Hoffmann (Institute for Ecological 
Economy Research, Germany), and Ilze Puriņa (Latvian Environmental 
Investment Fund, Latvia) from left to right in the adjoining picture.

Visit and recommend our web page at www.balticclimate.org 
to subscribe or unsubscribe to our next newsletter issues.

Project Coordinator: Dennis Ehm, BalticClimate@ARL-net.de; Communication Manager: Maira Jēgere, maira.jegere@videsprojekti.lv; Communication Consultant: Margarita Apine, prkoncepts@gmail.com

The next issue of the newsletter – concentrating on the
BalticClimate Toolkit – is scheduled for January 2012.

Next newsletter

Public side event: Latvian Students actively visit the Multimedia Dome

In addition to the BalticClimate Conference the participants 
as well as external groups, especially students, were offered 
an opportunity to visit the Geodome which was brought from 
Sweden especially for this occasion.

More than 120 higher class students from Riga secondary schools 
and universities (Riga Technical University and Stockholm School 
of Economics in Riga) attended the Multimedia Dome, which 
uses visualisation as a way to present climate change with new 
interactive, real time run technique. Students got the most current 
data on climate change research, climate policy research and 
scenario modelling as well as information about the Baltic Sea 
region and the BalticClimate project.

One of the visitors, the environmental education coordinator 
Violetta Liepiņa from Riga Rīnuži Secondary School, comments: 
“Our school has been participating in the ’Eco-Schools’ program 
since 2005. The main theme of this year is ‘Global climate change’. 
Thus visiting the Multimedia Dome, which communicates the 
climate change phenomenon to the students in such an attractive 
way, was a great opportunity which will help them to improve 
their knowledge and to make their research work better hereafter.”

The Geodome has been created in collaboration of the 
Norrköping Visualisation Centre and the Centre for Climate 
Science and Policy Research (CSPR – an offspring from the 
Linköping University and the Swedish Meteorological and 
Hydrological Institute).


