





» Good practice examples

»  Developing the availability of the locally produced
food in Central Finland

Text by Maija Suutarinen

By definition, locally produced food
is’ food production and consump-
tion that uses the local raw materials
and production, thus developing the
economy and the employment of the
area.

Jyviskyld regional development
company, JYKES, completed their
BalticClimate implementation case
on potential and gaps in locally pro-
duced food in the region.

" . BalticClimate project manager
Maija Suutarinen stresses the possibilities in developing the logis-
tics-in distribution of locally produced food. She also highlights
the climate impacts of the locally produced food, which has also a
smaller carbon footprint than food travelling long distances.

Local food has typically low production volumes per producer
and the producers are working quite far from each others. The
number of the producers in the area is high, and the demand of lo-
cally produced food is increasing. At the moment the processing
intensity of the product is not very high in the farms. The farmers
are mainly interested in selling their raw product directly from the
farm. However, the farmers identified marketing and networking
between different producers as their main tasks in developing the
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In the beginning of 2000 many small-
and medium-sized farmers from
the Municipality of Pargauja either
stopped their agricultural activities
or delivered their raw products to the
outdoor markets or to supermarkets

200 km away in Riga. At the same
time many inhabitants of Pargauja
villages used to travel to make shop-
ping-tours for agricultural products
to the marketplaces in Riga. Direct
selling from farm or in public ijlaces
was not accepted by national legislation.

In spite of the lack of an appropriate law, a group of local volun-
teers in cooperation with the local municipality started to organize
educational seminars for local producers and invited them to a com-
mon marketplace within the Municipality of Pargauja. The outdoor
Straupe farmers’ market opened in June 2008 with regularity every
Ist and 3rd Sunday of a month. As result the Straupe farmers’ mar-
ket set up new model for direct trade in rural areas and this model
was expanded all around Latvia. In 2010 it stimulated to establish
a new national regulation about direct trading from producer to the
end consumer.

The not-for-profit society “Healthy in town and countryside”, which
coordinates gtraupe farmers’ market, as well as Pargauja municipal-
ity, are of the same opinion that local market is one 0% the efficient
instruments for sustainable development of the rural area. Thanks to
the Straupe farmers’ market the local territory has been experienc-
ing an increase in the employment opportunities, the profitability of
small farmers and producers, and the use of agricultural land.

However, the idea of sustainability requires considering criteria
about locality and quality of products. The idea of reduction of “food
miles” does not have any value, if the small producer travels to mar-
kets at a distance of 200 km. Also the popular slogan about qualita-
tive local products does not make sense, if the products are produced
from raw material bought from mass producers or are grown using
methods of intensive agriculture.

business. Locally produced food can increase the entrepreneur-
ship on farms.

Big customers, such as municipals and retail trade are looking for
cooperation between the producers. This would enable the order-
ing of the various products from one source. Big customers are
expecting not only the centralization but also the secure in supply.

One solution could be the development of Internet based order-
ing. This kind of activity already exists in Central Finland for
private buyers — but the potential for this is in big consumers such
as the municipals. Also, combining the transport of goods and
development of the logistics solutions would open up the mar-
ket to wider groups of customers. Creating networks between the
roducers would increase the availability of the locally produced
ood and thus increase the profitability of the small producers.

"The advertisement of the

local and clean food in the media
\ should be stressed more” -
. Comment from one producer.

Setting strong and clear criteria for locality and quality of
products, encouraging local rural inhabitants to start producing
and looking for their own unique, excellent products, as well as
establishing certification systems for farmers and producers,
will increase their responsibility for qualitative use of agricul-
tural land and interest to develop agricultural diversity.




» Project passport

Acronym: BalticClimate

Project title: Baltic Challenges and Chances
for local and regional development
generated by Climate Change
Duration: Jan 2009-Jan 2012
Project budget: 4.2 mil EUR.

thereof 3.4 mil EUR. ERDF funding

Partner countries: Germany, Estonia, Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Sweden
Russia with Associated Organizations
Target Areas: in Germany, Estonia;Finland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Russia and Sweden

Website: www.balticclimate.org

» Project Partners

Project Partners.as Work Package Leaders

Academy for Spatial Research and Planning, Germany, www.arl-net.de
State Ltd. “Vides Projekti”, Latvia, www.videsprojekti.lv

Centre of Climate Science and Policy Research, Sweden, wwv

Regional Council of Central Finland, Finland, www.k 10mi.fi

The Stockholm Environment Institute Tallinn Centre, Estonia, seit.ee

» Events

BalticClimate events

Nov 4 2nd Regional Climate Summit in Westmecklenburg,
Germany

Nov 4 Renewable energy use and energy efficiency in rural
house holds, Seminar in Ligatne, Latvia

Nov 10 4th regional working group meeting on climate change in
Westmecklenburg, Germany

Nov 22-24 BalticClimate 4th SteeringTEAM Meeting in S6derhamn,

Sweden.

Nov 25-26 Regional workshop - Strategy for climate change

mitigation and adaptation for Central Finland

The next issue of the BalticClimate newsletter is scheduled in
early January 2011 and will focus on climate scenarios in the
Baltic Sea Region and more good practice examples are on their
way to be spread out.

Visit and recommend our web page at www.balticclimate.org to
subscribe or unsubscribe to our next newsletter issues.
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Further Project Partners

Regional Planning Association Westmecklenburg,
Germany, www.westmecklenburg-schwerin.de

Harjumaa County Government, Estonia, wv

Harju Public Transport Centre, Estonia, ww

Saku Municipality, Estonia, wv

Rapla County Government, Es

Kehtna Rural Municipality Government,

Kohila Rural Municipality Government, Estonia, wv

WW s.fi
Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment
for Central Finland, Finland, www.ely-keskus.fi

Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania, Lithuania
Lithuanian Institute of Agrarian Economics, Lithuania, ww

Municipality of Ligatne, Latvia, www.ligatne.lv
Municipality of Pargauja, Latvia, www.pargaujas

/w.business-edu.eu

Region of Givleborg, Sweden, www.regiongavleborg.se
County Administrative Board of Givleborg, Sweden, www.gavleborg.se
Municipality of Soderhamn, Sweden, www.soderhamn.se

Municipality of Givle, Sweden, www.gavle.se
Russian Associated Organizations

Pskov Region Administration, Committee for the
Local Self-Government Issues www.municipal.pskov.ru
Pskov State Polytechnic Institute www.ppi.psc.ri
Administration of Bezhanitzky Rayon

External events

Nov 1-7 KLIMA 2010/CLIMATE 2010 The World’s
CO2-friendly Scientific On-line Climate Conference
“Climate Change and the Sustainable Management of
Water Resources” — find out more on www.climate2010.net

Nov 8 Climate Adaptation in the Nordic Countries, Stockholm,
Sweden find out more on www.nordicadaptation2010.net

Nov 16 Renec 2010, Energy and Climate Change Conference,
Gavle, Sweden

Nov30-Dec1 Baltic Sea Region Programme conference, Jyviskyld, Finland.
Find out more on eu.baltic.net

and we will tell it to others

If you see a good example on how your municipality, town, fam-
ily or business is getting prepared for climate change or is using it
in their favour in a good and ethical way, please tell us your story
and we will help you to share the best practices with other people
in the Baltic Sea ﬂegion.

Send your story to: maira.jegere @videsprojekti.lv
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Project Coordinator: Dennis Ehm, BalticClimate@ARL-net.de; Communication Manager: Maira Jégere, maira.jegere@videsprojekti.lv; Communication Consultant: Margarita Apine, prkoncepts@gmail.com
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